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Information Age Education *#

I THINK people automatically think com-
puters when they hear the acronym IT. Of
course IT stands for Information technology
which encompasses any technology that is
used to store, transmit, display and access
any form of information be they images,
words, etc. Hence a phone is just as much
“IT” as a computer.

The point to all this is that because of all the
advances in IT in the last couple of decades
we are now well ensconced in the Informa-
tion Age and the Industrial Age is but a dis-
tant memory.

In fact one could argue the origins of the
Information Age go back about 500 years
when Guttenberg invented the printing press
allowing information to published and distrib-
uted on a wide scale allowing the masses to
be educated.

The problem lies in the way we are educat-
ing our young people today, and for the mat-
ter, older generations as well, who are con-
stantly being retrained by going back to edu-
cational institutions or via general workplace
training.

Our schools in their methodology were de-
signed in the 19" century, when we were firmly
in the Industrial Age. Very little has changed
in the 21% century, except the tools we have at
our disposal to teach.

The general goal of our school system is to
prepare students for a specific job, which they
are supposed to hold for 40+ years, at which
point they will be ale to retire.

The first issue is that in a bygone era it was
the responsibility of the organisation you
worked for all those years and the govern-
ment to look after you in retirement.
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* Full Onsite Service & Support
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Now of course it is the responsibility of the
individual. The second issue is that words
like downsizing, redundancies and lay-offs
were not in the vocabulary of society in gen-
erations past.

Also people go through a lot more career
changes both within industries and to other
industries than in the past. The final major
issue is that our life expectancy has increased
and thus our post-working life based on tra-
ditional retirement ages is a lot longer.

So even people who do follow some sort of
traditional plan of working 40+ years at an
average decent salary and retiring at 65 will
probably still run out money.

Basically both the content of what we are
teaching our youth and methodology we are
using in terms of what we value as important
are severely out dated.

In fact a leading global economist recently re-
marked that he thinks Adult Education will be
the single biggest industry in the 21 Century.

What should we be doing? Well as Einstein
famously said “Intelligence is not the ability
to store information, but to know where to
find it” and it is our schools who place huge
importance on memorising facts and exam re-
sults that are not heeding this brilliant ad-
vice.

We should be teaching our kids how to find
answers to their questions they may have in
the future. We should be giving them the an-

swers to the ques-
tions they ask of us
not forcing them to
memorise texts.

We should be en- |
couraging them to
make mistakes and
learn from them and not punishing them. We
should be teaching them important tasks they
will all experience like filing a tax return, fi-
nancing and budgeting their life, legal struc-
tures to protect themselves, how to start and
run a business as regardless of future profes-
sion this could be a strong possibility, etc.

The ultimate goal being that a person who
has left school is both actually thoroughly
prepared and aware of the challenges ahead,
knowing where they can turn for assistance
when required and is not afraid of failing.

Then just as importantly they feel positive
about themselves and their chances of suc-
cess in the future and not bad because their
score wasn’t high enough.

For anything to change, it will require the
whole community to demand it, and strong
innovative leadership, from people in power.
We don’t want a society in the future with
large unemployment leading to depression,
suicide problems and poverty.

Chris Jacob is a director of Computer

Troubleshooters Bayside
(Wwww.ctsbayside.com.au)

Adrian Jackson’s Column .

More Council Sackings

THE SACKING of the Glen Eira Council will
be welcomed by ratepayers as only two or
three were genuine “community” councillors
while the rest represent political and funda-
mentalist interests.

However Bracks needs to look at other in-
ner “burb” councils that are under perform-
ing. While Glen Eira was financially sound,
Port Phillip Council is a disgrace.

In 10 years rates have risen 300% in my sub-
urb, debt is about $10 million and this will
grow when City Hall’s expansion is built.

Money is frittered away on duplicating gov-
ernment services like public housing and use-
less infrastructure projects like roundabouts,
speed humps, and flattening the camber of
residential roads, which will cause increased
drainage costs and dangerous water puddling
in the centre of the “improved” roads.

In one shopping centre, all the power poles
were painted “battleship grey” - why?

Underground drains were rebuilt but then
the water wouldn’t flow uphill and they had
to be fixed again at major expense.

US Alliance and VVJ Day

Last month’s VJ (Victory over Japan) Day
celebrations highlighted the US alliance’s im-
portance in 1942-45.

The PM seems to be living in the 1940’s
when it comes to this alliance. He says we
have similar interests and origins. A US de-
mographic survey predicts that by 2050 their
“Latino’s” (Spanish RC’s) will be more nu-

merous than WASP’s. If
so, the USA will then
have more in common
with South America and
the Vatican than Aus-
tralia or the UK.

No Mates

| am sorry that there are no “mates” in the
Federal Parliament building. Perhaps we need
legislation to ban creepy US slang like “guy”,
“dude” and “buddy”.

I use “mate” regularly and “cobber” some-
times in conversation. Who wants to sound
like a Yank?

The Arts

In July I went to the Dutch Masters exhibi-
tion at the NGV and saw “Little Fish” at the
MIFF.

“Little Fish” was well filmed and acted but set
in Sydney’s western suburbs and discussed the
drug issue- not my favourite film topic. It was
slow at the start but got better later, climaxing
with the death of the two drug dealers.

The Dutch Masters, while fewer in number
than the French Impressionists last year, were
very impressive.

Some arty type whined at the NGV “how
come they only painted rich aristocrats and
middle class merchants”? The answer is that
16th century artists had no government fund-
ing and actually earned a living painting by
commission. Sometimes they held a chook
raffle so that ordinary people could afford to
buy a ticket to have their portrait painted.

WALKERS

Get Fit & Earn Money Delivering This
Newspaper $50 per 1000

Telephone 9593 8000

connect to our website metronews.com.au

September 2005





